
SEX TRAFFICKING

Kimberly S. Dowling, Judge, Delaware Circuit Court 2

kdowling@co.delaware.in.us

mailto:kdowling@co.delaware.in.us


Video

 Do you know Lacy

https://youtu.be/xfo2pmBVrCI

https://youtu.be/xfo2pmBVrCI


THE FACTS ABOUT TRAFFICKING

1.6 million children run away each year

1 in 3 teens are recruited within 48 hours 

of running-HOW?



MORE FACTS ABOUT TRAFFICKING

 80% OF YOUTH IDENTIFIED AS VICTIMS OF 

TRAFFICKING HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH DCS

 50% HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH THE SYSTEM AS 

FOSTER KIDS



MORE FACTS ABOUT TRAFFICKING

70-90% OF EXPLOITED CHILDREN HAVE A 

HISTORY OF BEING SEXUALLY ABUSED

 IT CAN TAKE MONTHS FOR A VICTIM OF 

TRAFFICKING TO DISCLOSE THAT FACT



MORE FACTS ABOUT TRAFFICKING

 100,000-300,000 of US CHILDREN ARE VICTIMS OF 
COMMERCIAL   EXPLOITATION EACH YEAR

 AVERAGE AGE OF ENTRY INTO COMMERCIAL SEX IN 
THE US IS 12-14

 83% OF SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIMS FOUND IN THE US 
WERE US CITIZENS



Indiana

 DELAWARE COUNTY:  

IN 2014 THERE WERE 350 CHILDREN 

REPORTED AS RUNAWAYS

 HOW DO WE COMPARE NATIONALLY?

WWW.SHAREDHOPE.ORG





Where are the potential victims?

NHTRC@POLARISPROJECT.ORG

DATA FOR 2014 WAS BASED ON TIPS 

CALLED INTO THE HOTLINE





CHALLENGES FOR THE JUVENILE 

SYSTEM:

EVERYONE IS AT A DIFFERENT PLACE

WE HAVE TO OVERCOME THE “NOT IN 

MY BACKYARD ATTITUDE”

THIS IS NOT PROSTITUTION



MORE CHALLENGES

 INTERNET WEBSITES

CRAIGS LIST, BACKPAGE.COM


